Injuries to the inferior alveolar and lingual nerves.
Both the inferior alveolar and the lingual nerve are at risk for damage following various surgical procedures. Sensory nerve function following potential damage should be tested and evaluated for treatment, with microneurosurgery considered under certain conditions. Repair between three and six months following injury has the best results. A study of 43 patients who underwent microneurosurgery for various types of injuries, and have been followed for at least one year, found four (9.3 percent) with essentially complete return of sensation; five (11.6 percent) with good return; 19 (44.2 percent) with some return; 13 (30.2 percent) with no return; and two (4.6 percent) with a decrease in sensation.